ONFIDENTIAL. No. 41 or 1891. 


| SELECTIONS 


: FROM THE : : 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE 
NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, OUDH,. 


CENTRAL PROVINCES, AND RAJPUTANA, 
Received up to 15th October 1891. : 


POLITICAL AND NATIVE STATES. 

The N, yaye Sudhé (Harda), of the 7th October, says that a 
". ~ Russian activity in Central Asia is 

again on the increase, and that the 
Russian Government has given orders for 600 million cart- 
ridges and a large number of guns. It would be no matter 
for surprise if these military preparations were made for an 
invasion of this country (which Heaven forbid). The entire 
British army in India does not exceed 200,000 strong, while 
the Russian troops are far more numerous. Under these cir 
cumstances it. is highly desirable that volunteering should be 
encouraged among natives. But the difficulty is that the . 
Government of India has no confidence in their loyalty. 
have iong been entirely ed and cannot defend them- 
selves even against robbers and wild anitaals for 
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many rebels were hanged in the small city of Moradabad at 
the end of the mutiny and how many camel-loads would their 


heads make? Every Government has to put rebels to death 
in order to restore peace. 


The Hindustént (Lucknow), of the 7th October, says that, 
as the National Congress agitation 
has not been carried on this year in 
India with its usual vigour, some Anglo-Indian newspapers 
are induced to think that the movement is already on the 
decline, The opponents of the Congress are welcome to the 
satisfaction which its imaginary decline may afford to them. 
The fact is that the leaders, who are as enthusiastic as ever, 
do not see any necessity for holding frequent meetings as before, 
the educated natives being already fully convinced of its advan- 
tages; and have deemed it expedient to change its scene of - 
action to En gignd, owing to the attitude of indifference assumed 
by the Government of India, They have fall confidence in the 
love for justiee and freedom of the great British nation, and 
entertain a strong belief that as soon as itis convinced of 
the necessity for the introduction of the proposed reforms, it 
will readily extend a helping hand to them. The. British 
Congress Committee is working with great zeal and earnest- 
ness and has decided to east in the let of the Corigress with 


National Congress. 


the Liberal party, which sympathizes with ite ainis and 


objects, Through the efforts of Mr. Digby, Dr. Spencer 


‘Watson, who was to preside at the National Liberal Federa- 
‘tion at Neweastle, had been induced to promise te include 


the extension of the elective principle to thé Indian Legis 
ative Councils in the Liberal programme. As: the Liberals 


are sure to be victorious at the next. general elections, the 
Congress has a very hopeful future before it, — 


The Nizém-ul-Mulk (Moradabad), of the 9th October, says 
that’ Major Vincent is conducting the 
administration of Rémpur im 8 5 entio 

factory way, and taking sg = interest in the improvement ib, of 


{ 80 ) 
and lanes of the city, except the main street, are still unmetatled , 


and consequently they get into a bad state during the raizis: | 


they had better be metalled. 
ADMINISTRATION. 


The Hindustdut (Lucknow), of the 7th October, publishes 
Anti-opium meeting at ‘the . proceedings of an Anti-opium 
Lucknow. — meeting held at Kaisarbagh, Lucknow, 
on the 5th idem. About 5 0 men belonging’ to all classes of 
the community were present, and on the motion of Mr. Hamid 
Ali Khén, Dr. Waugh was voted to the chair. The Revd. Mr. 
Daniel and Munshi Ganga Prasid Varma acted as Secretaries. 
The chairman opened the proceedings calling upon the Revd. 
Mr: Gladwin to address the meeting. He delivered an eloquent 
speech, pointmg out the evil effects of the use of opium, and 
appealed to the natives to maintain a strong agitation against 
the opium trade untif it was stopped. He was followed by the 
Revd. Mr. Burkitt, of Lucknow, who condemned the opium 
policy of Government, and proposed that. a memorial should 
be forwarded by the residents of Lucknow to : Parliament, 
praying for the discontinuance of the cultivation of the 
poppy. The resolution was supported by the Revd. Mr. 
Mansel, the Reyd. Mr. Dyer, editor of the Bombay Guardian, 
and the Revd. Mr. Elliot, and rrr passed by the 
meeting. 


The Hindustdx (Kilotankae} of the 9th October; says 
| Bev salt is a necessary of life in this 


country,-and has. to he used more 
largely by natives than Europeans, The raising g of the salt 
duty by Lord-Dufferin’s Government was eR and 
was universally condemned by the. native newspapers. The 
result of the increase in the duty has been what it, was 


Salt tax. 
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It is to be hoped Government will reconsider the matter snd 
réduce the salt tax, which is a source of widespread popular 
misery and dissatisfaction. 


A correspondent of the Ca wnpore Gazette, of the 8th 


ed illegal proceed- October, complains that the police in 
ings 0 douigare district, in the Cawnpore district practise great 


a case of theft. _ tyranny and oppression. It would 
seem that several police officials have many relatives in the 


_ force in the district. They naturally conceal one another’s 


faults, A theft was committed at the house of one Lalua 
in Musanagar, but he did not report it to the. police, as he 
thought that » police investigation would only expose him toa 
great deal of unnecessary trouble and expense. Baldeo and 
others, contractors, brought the matter to the notice of the 
officer in charge of the police station, who at once conimenced 
a local inquiry. ‘Lalua was much harassed on the charge of 
concealing crime, and some residents of the village were arrest-_ 
ed at the instance of the contractors and much ill-treated. 
Several men’s houses were also searched, and as 89 pieces of 
coarse native cloth were found at the house of an oilman 
and three maunds of brass vessels at that of a washerman, 
the police officer suspected those things to be stolen property, 
arrested the two men and tortured them for several days. 
The oilman and the washerman were offered release on 
payment of Rs. 50 and Rs. 60, respectively, to the police, 
The washerman made over Rs. 66 worth of silver- and 
gold ornaments to the contractors, who sold them and 
handed the proceeds to the police officer, who let him off. 
But the oilman refused to give anything, and was sent to 
the Magistrate for trial. Laluahimself told the Magistrate 
that the pieces of cloth belonged to the accused, who was 
consequently acquitted. The oilman’s son has instituted a 
criminal charge against the contractors of having taken Rs. 
12 from him asa bribe for the police officer, and a sim i at 
charge has been brought against them by the washerman Wwitl 
reference to the ornaments made over to themby him. Itis | 
to be hoped that the Tahsfldér of Bhognipur, who isan able 
and just officer, will make a thorough i inquiry and do justice to 
the complainants, Se aes 


~~ 
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The Hdlat-t-Htnd (Allahabad), for September, on the 


authority of a correspondent, complains 
Alleged bet ‘cative that. native Magistrates of th old: 
ee "school are generally very lazy and 
depend too much on their unconscientious office clerks, When 
they examine all accused persons they speak to them very kindly, 
and by putting leading questions induce them to make state- 
ments which amount to a confession of guilt; As soon’ as 
they find them within their clutches they treat them as a cat 
does a mouse, and inflict most severe punishment on them, 


They would readily hang all — men if they: had the 
power to do so. 


The same paper complains that some Judges have adopted a 
Alleged su perenne /,.* | objectionable summary method of 


sal of appeals by some dismissing appeals. When. an appeal 
a comes hefore any such Judge for hear- 


ing, he asks the name of the officer from whose judgment the 
appeal is made. As soonas the name of the officer is mentioned, 
the Judge dedlares that he is an old and experienced officer and 


at once dismisses the appeal, without giving the counsel 
for the appellant an opportunity to speak. Nothing could be 
more unjustifiable than such a proceeding, and Govérnment 
cannot put a stop to such a practice a day too soon. 


The same paper observes that a person axiupised by a 
Statements made under lice officer during the course of an 
Prtoeduse Onder votaas! lavestigatice into a. case is bound to 
answer truly all questions put to him, under section 161 of 
the Criminal Procedure Code. The statements purporting to 
have been made by perso ons so examined are quite untrust- 
worthy, inasmuch as the th velco record the stahenpentn ne: Shey 
please, and not-as actually made, Sometimes the 
are entirely i imaginary and were never made. y ‘the men whose 
‘names pig bear. ‘Under these circumstances, ‘ib: is: / most 
is done oe some 
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The same paper complaine that there is general dissatisfac- 
tion with the proceedings of Honorary 
Magistrates in these provinces, In 
some places Municipal Commissioners are. also Honorary 
Magistrates and try: offences against municipal bye-laws. In 
such cases they are in a way both plaintifis-and Judges, Hence 
it will be perceived that the appointment of Municipal. Commis- 
sioners as Honorary Magistrates is open to serious objection. 
Again, some Honorary Magistrates abuse their power and lord 
it over the people, It would be well.if Honorary: Magistrates 
were selected in consultation with respectable persons, and if 
the appointments were made only for a limited. time. 


The same paper complains that sometimes men, who belong 
Recruitment of the low castes and have received no 
Subordinate Executive Ser- sound education ‘ gan. the goodwill: of 
_ district officers by flattery and presents 
and are appointed Tahsildars. Sometimes Naib-Tahsfldars, 
who have risen from lower posts and are consequently very 
corrupt, are promoted to Tahsildérships. It is almost needless 
to say that such Tahsildirs cannot command respect from the 
public. The way in which Deputy Collectors are selected is 
equally unsatisfactory. Steps should be taken to. procure the 
services of better men for the Subordinate Executive Service, 
The rules framed by the High Court regarding the-appoint- 
ment of Munsifs are good, and the Jadicial Civil Department 
is being filled with honest and competent, persons, | 


The Hiudustén (Kélékankar), of the 9th October, says 
cain aetna, that the Morusug Post. observes that. the 
common people in this country receive 
better food in jailsthan at their homes, and thab:consequentiy 
many men prefer imprisonment in: jails to. living at theitown 
homes, The statement. of. the. Morning. Post. is not far: wide 
of the mark, inasmuch aa a cultivator has:to support himself, — 


Honorary Magistrates. 


his wife and one or two children on am.amount  whielis 
required for the food and clothing of asingle convict "Bub 
still Englishmen consider natives to be in:a: prosperousand — 
happy condition. Tt ise matter of great shamo-that Gov — 
erament should’ do. nothing «toi iapeeey the condition-ofit6 
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The Hindustdnt jaan, of the 7th October, says that Circulation, 
300 copies, 
Alleged existence of dis- those men who lead Government to 
content among the people. believe that universal contentment 
prevails among all- classes of the people, are secret enemies both 
to Government andthe country. Persons who owe all their 
present prosperity entirely to Government may- be perfectly 
happy and contented, But there is widespread dissatisfaction. 
among the masses, who are unable to benefit by railway, 
telegraph, post-office and education, and who have to put-up 
with insufficient quantities of food during most part of the 
year, The educated men are convinced that the existing 
system of administration will be freed from its faults in course 
of time, but the ignorant. masses, who. are unable to keep the 
wolf from the door, cannot be expected to be so amenable to 
reason. The causes-of their distress and poverty must at 
once be found out and removed, particularly as the political 
horizon is getting very gloomy. If Government gained the 
goodwill of the people, it could afford to view any thregta of 
invasion by Russians with equanimity. 


The same paper states that it would seem that the Govern- 
ments of Bombay ‘and Bengal have 
Bs 5 to inguhes tae che forwarded reports to the Government 
wiht eee oe complaining that lands are 
~ - passing from hereditary landholders 
to money-lenders in execution of civil court decrees, and that 
the landholders so reduced to destitution go to increase the 
number of discontented people who are sure to espouse the 
cause of the opponents of Government i in an emergency , asthey - 
did during the troublous times of 1857. The ruin of the land- 
owners is, no doubt, due to their extravagance to some extent, 
but extravagance is not the only, nor even the principal, cause 
of their poverty, as contended by Government. and the Pio- 
neer. The increase of the revenue assessments at every revi- 
sion of set tlement. and. the : realization of the fall: revenue 
instalments even when the crop. is consideral 


is really anxious.to improve the condition of ‘the eae he Ider rs 
and cultivators, | mgr ate ot it should in a totem ure oduce @ pe ene 
fettlement thror hout.the country. - 
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faetion that 8 commission has been appointed to inquire into 
the matter, though such commissions generally end in a 


Ba Bo ap aes 


The Hindustin (K4l4kankar) , of the 8th October, refer- , 
ring to the resolution passed by the 
Government of India, regarding the 
Famine Codes, praises the Government for its laudable desire 
to prevent loss of life from starvation in time of distress, No 
former Government in this country was so solicitous for the 
preservation of the lives of the people. But itis to be regretted 
that some of its district officcrs are not so sympathetic. 
When the crops have been damaged in any way, they do not 
like to go into the interior of their districts and see for 
themselves how matters stand. They draw up their reports 
on the incomplete information supplied by their subordinates, 
and the Government is misled by such reports. The cultivators, 
being deeply steeped in ignorance, are unable to bring their 


Famine Codes. 


miseries to the notice of Government, Hence it is n 


that associations should be established in all. _— of the 
country to ventilate their  Srievaness. 


The Rafi-ul-Akhbér (Benares), of the 5th October, 
expresses surprise and regret that the 
-Government of India, which is s0 
anxious to promote the welfare of the people, does not check 


Export of grain. 


the export of grain, which has led to such an abnormal rise in 


prices, Even the European nations, which are strong adyc cates 
of free trade, readily prohibit the export of grain on the failure 


of crops in their countries. It is the duty of the Gover nment 


of India to check the export of grain 60 long as high ri 
rule the market. | 


The Almora Akhbar, of the ‘12th October, referring to thi 
Establishment of aGov- Tumour that a Government | po ce moe ; 
=— police force at Al- will shortly be establish¢ é mors, 
‘urges that the force should be placed = 
under a competent native of Almora. His local knowledge — 
would enable him to exercise proper control on thé be d cha rao 
ters. There is no native at Almora who knows | aril yl pat an a 
educated man can learn +s iiss very short ¢ espe ing gars ee 


The Hindustdn (K4ldkankar), of the 8th- October, on Circulation, 
Me. MacLeod, District the’ authority of a correspondent, 600 copies. 
Magistrate, Benares. = =#8= =praises Mr, MacLeod, the District 
Magistrate of .Benares, for his able administration of the dis< 
trict, Crime has greatly decreased and the water-works are 
making rapid progress: He is very popular with the citizens, 
and they desire that he may rule over them for many years. 
The Tohkfa-t-Hind. (Bijnor), of the 6th October, says that 
Dakaitisin Jhansi and Mr. Carew, the District Superintendent 
the poles. of Police, Jhansi, appears to be 4 
very able and éxperienced police officer. In connection with 
the Palar dakaitis committed in October last year, five men 
were arrested by the police and committed to the Sessions by 
the Magistrate. But they were discharged by the Judge for 
want of evidence. Since then Mr. Carew has miade inquiries 
and arrested fifteen men, one of whom is the village chaukidar 
and another a police constable who was in charge of the 
police. station and took an active part in the previous inves- 
tigation in the dakaitis, Itisa matter of deep regret and 
surprise that police officials, who are appointed . to gu 


the lives and property of peo ple, should themsel_ves ” ail 
of such grave offences. _ 


EDUOATION, 


The Aligarh Institute Gazette, of the Sth October, gives 
Visit of the Aligasi a brief account of the late visit of the 
Muhammadan College de Aligarh Mubammadan College depu- 
Wrancaban” shogel F< tation: headed by the Hon’ble Sir Say- 
-yid Ahmad Khan, to. Bhopal and 
Hyderabad, and publishes a list of the subscriptions which 
the deputation received. Among other subscriptions the 
deputation received Rs. 10,000 from the Begam of Bhopal 
for the construction of a mosque, . and about Rs. 27,000 from 
the residents of Warangal and other places for the erection 
of the Nizim’s Museum, and the Nizém raised his grant to 
the College from Thm, 18,000, to a, 96,000 s year, ah 
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Agra (see page 678 of the Selections from’ Vernacular News- 
papers for week ending 1st October 1891), and observes that on 
the 6th October copies of a notice issued by the local agents 
were to be found at conspicuous places »n the streets of the 
city, the notice being dated 22nd September. Evidently, 
the notice was antedated, or allowed to lie over for so 
many days for reasons best known to the local agents them- 
selves, The rates of fee fixed for the grave-digger are{moder- 
ate, but as he will leave the Karbala at 6 P. M., men requiring 
his services after that time will have to send for him, to their 
great inconvenience. If he is not to be found at home, their 
difficulties may be easily imagined. He must build his house 
at the Karbala and always live there. Again, it should be 
observed that the new man is unable to aid persons in dis- 
covering the graves of their dead relatives. The reinstatement 
of the old grave-diggers is very desirable. 


The Cawnpore Gazette, of the 8th October, ‘on the autho- 


Alleged occurrence ° of ity of a correspondent, complains that 
cases at t 
nase ahs Kerkiosean tat lately a man on his way from the 


way Station, Cawnpore dis- Karbigawan Railway Station to his 
— village, Purwa Amir, at night, was 
robbed by thieves at the bridge which is situated at a short 
distance from the railway station. Such highway robberies 
are frequently committed at the bridge. — The local authorities 
should give their attention to the matter. 
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